2 gt : e i ety e o S | - = .;‘m " N:w:ﬁ:"; P 4'm\m\l‘vmml‘§m~trﬁ ‘lm r m!'"m };Q“‘ "‘ r’?:‘ " :“w "y '{H"M‘,'-" ' f""'m"{qu‘“ '“w wt‘. w",g’ l‘m""':?" L "w.‘\'.} m""& F R Y fv‘.ﬂ"a‘w.' +

TS OO L RPN Nl - iy T TPV VT S RN TR e e O e R -

J
o
1
!
{
1
‘ ]
% A
'4'.\."."'
i
«
y e
At
A b
N>
FIIM (
-"‘ ‘
{
}
]
{
X
!
E
|
1
3
|
3
' !
| Al
y Spe— ?
B eyt AR HR U ‘
e X o - ST, l
F :
’ i
4
k]
2 1
-
..
::
=
&% .
|

ety * ARV TV LT PR S———— e A

T A ~‘ b N e
E ".-is‘?ﬁ—.f-‘, Spu X L2

v i
-

Album leaf from China, ca 1866. Painted with

the process of sieving the tea leaves in order to
separate into different grades. Watercolour and ink
on pith. From the Horniman Collection.
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“Tea leaf” is Cockney rhyming slang for %W MM / bUM ;

thief’. Idioms and sayings (particularly

Cockney rhyming slang) enfold meaning / WOM 07( e

within a complex set of references and W N [ RYSAS
rhymes that appear impenetrable to .

an outsider, and almost impossible to \

translate for a non-English speaker.

Tea is a common subject for expressions
within the English language, due to its
omnipresence in the lives of Brits in every
social class- from the working ‘builder’s
brew’ to ‘tea with the Queen’.

What does our language around the
subject of tea reveal about the role it

plays in our lives?
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